
             KODAK RELIABLE IMAGE TIP # 80 
 
How can you tell how much film is on a Standard return reel if the length is 

not indicated anywhere? 
 
If you were creating a bid for duplication of your achive film vault, you may need 
to know how many feet of film is on that reel.  Most service bureaus will charge 
in 100 foot or 200 foot increments for duplication, brown toning, inspection, etc.   
 

There are fancy ways to figure out how much film is on a reel such as actually 
running the film through a film footage counting device.  But, who really has one 
of those?  Or, you can use a tried and true method as depicted below. 
 

Processed microfilm on a standard return reel measured with a ruler with 
metric increments from the edge of the reel to the top of the film. 

 

 

Aprox. Film Length Nominal Film Thickness Nominal Film Thickness 
 2.5 mm Thickness 5.0 mm Thickness 
 Distance from film to edge Distance from film to edge 

200 Foot  5.5 mm   2.75 mm 
100 Foot 13.00 mm 6.5 mm 
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